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25 Distributor Mergers and Acquisitions that Shook the Electrical Market
Company Location Acquirer Location Year Significance

The Hite Co. Altoona, PA Mayer Electric Supply 
Co. Inc. Birmingham, AL 2018 Mayer Electric's first move outside of the 

Southeast/Texas.

Reynolds Co. Dallas, TX McNaughton-McKay 
Electric

Madison Heights, 
MI 2017 This mega-deal expanded the company's 

APR for Rockwell into Texas.

Shealy Electrical Wholesalers West Columbia, SC Border States Electric Fargo, ND 2016 Border States' first foray into the fast-
growing Carolinas.

HD Supply Power Solutions Atlanta, GA Anixter International 
Inc. Glenview, IL 2015 Anixter's biggest expansion effort outside 

out of wire & cable.

Industrial Distribution Group Belmont, NC Sonepar North America Charleston, SC 2014
This deal diversified Sonepar's U.S. 
operations outside of the electrical 
market.

Platt Electric Supply Beaverton, OR Rexel Dallas, TX 2012 A major regional acquisition reported to 
be at a very high multiple.

US Electrical Services  
Inc. (USESI) Exton, PA Consolidated Electrical  

Distributors Inc. (CED) Irving, TX 2007 The acquisition of Richard Worthy's first 
post-Sonepar venture.

Hagemeyer  
(U.S. operations)

Naarden, 
Netherlands Sonepar North America Charleston, SC 2007 One of Sonepar's biggest acquisitions.

GE Supply Inc. Shelton, CT Rexel Dallas, TX 2006 Bought GE's distribution business and 
renamed it Gexpro.

Communications  
Supply Corp. Carol Stream, IL WESCO International 

Inc. Pittsburgh, PA 2006
The deal added $400-plus million in 
sales, 32 locations and bolstered 
WESCO's VDV position.

O.K. Electric Supply Co. Perth Amboy, NJ Facility Solutions Group Austin, TX 2006
A move to build on Bernie Erickson's 
talent for energy services with large 
accounts.

Hughes Supply Orlando, FL Home Depot Supply Atlanta, GA 2006

This deal sent shockwaves through 
the industry and made people wonder 
if Home Depot would acquire other 
distributors.

Edson Electric Supply Phoenix, AZ Home Depot Supply/  
The Home Depot Atlanta, GA 2006 More proof that Big Orange was very 

interested in the electrical market.

Warren Electric Group  
(12 branches) Houston, TX Summit Electric Supply 

Inc. Albuquerque, NM 2003
Summit Electric's acquisition of one of 
the major players in Texas was big news 
in 2003.

Utilserve Holdings Inc. Corinth, TX Hughes Supply Inc. Orlando, FL 2002 Utilserve's roll-up of utility specialists was 
right in Hughes' wheelhouse.

Cameron & Barkley Co. Charleston, SC Hagemeyer Naarden, 
Netherlands 2000

The acquisition of one of the biggest 
distributors in the Southeast was big 
news at the time.

Futronix Systems Houston, TX Houston Wire and 
Cable Houston, TX 2000

HWC's acquisition of Terry Hunt's startup 
brought him back to the company he 
founded.

Holmes Distributors/ 
Oakes Electric Supply/RERO

Various locations in  
the Northeast, ME Horizon Solutions Inc. Holyoke, MA 2000 An innovative merger of three different 

companies.

Branch Group Upper Marlboro, 
MD Rexel Dallas, TX 2000

The acquisition of Chuck Steiner's 
company was an affirmation that  
Rexel intended to be a national player  
in the U.S.

Westburne Inc. St. Laurent, 
Quebec Rexel Dallas, TX 2000 A keystone acquisition in Canada.

Cooper Electric Supply Tinton Falls, NJ Sonepar North America Charleston, SC 1999 Just one example of the platform 
companies Sonepar likes to buy.

All-Phase Electric Supply Co. Benton Harbor, MI Consolidated Electrical  
Distributors Inc. (CED) Irving, TX 1999 One of CED's largest deals, added more 

than 80 locations.

Watson Electric Supply Dallas, TX Warren Electric Group Houston, TX 1997 Warren's acquisition of its long-time 
Texas rival. 

Summers Group Dallas, TX Rexel Dallas, TX 1993 In its early acquisitions, many of Rexel's 
deals were in the Sunbelt.

30% stake in Willcox and 
Gibbs, owner of Consolidated 
Electric Supply 

Miami, FL Rexel (then CDME) Dallas, TX 1992 Another powerhouse acquisition in 
Rexel's formative years.

Note. Data from Electrical Marketing's database of distributor acquisitions in the electrical wholesaling industry, available for download at  
www.electricalmarketing.com as part of your annual subscription to Electrical Marketing.


